2                         SHORT STORIES

those villages security from raids and maraudings
of the common sort. If a large army came, he
was not responsible for protecting the villages.
As a matter of fact, the villages themselves did
not expect such protection from him on such
occasions. The Nayak, out of the money thus
fairly raised from the villages, normally sent-some
amount by way of tribute to the Kings of Mysore,
on demand, and treated himself as a feudatory of
these Kings.

Ramarasa Nayak had two wives : Lakumavve
and Girijavve. Ramarasa married Lakumavve
a little before he ascended the gadi. Ten years
passed but they had no children. In those days,
and particularly in the households of such chief-
tains, there was little hope of a lineage continuing
if a man of such years had not a son some years
old. Ramarasa, besides, had no brothers. As
he got no sons the Nayak sometimes wondered
whether his principality would end with him.
Hoping to get a son by the grace of God, he got
more wells dug and more groves planted and more
rest-houses built than would be ordinarily done
by such a chieftain. He improved the temple of
Sri Rama in the town of Nijagal and arranged
for services being conducted regularly. Yet he
got no children. Anxious like the chieftain